a, 
. 


her: ‘ 
had 





 Nume. XLV, 


[The GUARDI AN. 





Don’t know that I have. been more intimately 

moved with Pity in my whole Life, than when 
‘@ =| was reading a Letter from a young Woman, 

not yet Nineteen, in.which there are thefe la- 
mentable Words, Alas! whether fhall I fy? be has 
deceived, ruined and left me. . The Circumftances 
of her Story are only thofe ordinary ones; that her 
Lover was 2 Man of greater Fortune than fhecould 
expe&. would Addrefs to her. upon honourable 
Terms ; but the faid-to her felf; jhe bad Wit and 
Beauty, and fuch Charms as often’ Captivate fo far 
as to make Men forget thofe meaner Confiderutions, 


thmas of Condition is not to be founned purely for 
being fach; and they who took Notice of ##, didit only 
ant of Malice, becaufe they were not ufed by bim 
with the fame Diftinction, Butt would have young 
‘Women, who are Orphans, or unguarded with pow- 
erful Alliances, confider with Horror the Infolence 
of Wealth : Fortune does in a great. meafure de- 
_ nominate what is Vice and Virtue:; or if it does 
“net go fo far, Innocence is helplefs, and Oppreffion 





is, that 1 would ftri€tly recommend to my young Fe- 
males not to dally with Men, whofe. Circumftances 
can fupport them againft their. Falfhood, and have the 
fathion of a bafe felf-interefted World ‘on their fide, 
which inftead of avenging the Caufe of an abufed 

oman, will proclaim her Dithonour, while the 
Perfon injured is fhunned like aPeftilence; he who 
did the Wrong fees no difference in the Reception 
he meets with, nor is he the lefs welcom to.the 
reft of the Sex, who are ftill within the Pale of 
Honour and Innocence. | eae 

What makes this Circumftance the more lamen- 
tableis, that it frequently falls upon thofe who have 
greateft Merit and Underftanding, gentlenefs of Dif-- 
pofition, and tafte of Polite Converfation. | have of- 
ten known Sneres towards Vice in fome, whilft 
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and Innocent Freedoms were not tobe denied: AGen- 


unpunifed without its Affiftance; for this reafon it - 


greeable have been the only defences of Virtues 
in others, I havemy unhappy Correfpondent’s Let- 
ter before me; and, fhe fays, the is fure he is fo 
much 4 Gentleman, and he has that natural Soft- 
nefs, chat. if he reads any thing moving on this Sub-- 
je@ in my Pree it will certainly make him think, 
r Girl, Ceelarafoamed: Has not he feen Pharfalia? 
Does the poor Creature imagine that a Scrip of Pa- 
per, a Colle&ion of Sentences, and an old Man’s 
talk of Pleafures which he is paft, will have an Ef- 
fe& upon him who covld go on in a Series of 
Falfhood ; let drop ambiguous Sentences in her Ab- 
fence, te give her falfe hope from the Repetition of 
them by fome- Friend that ‘Heard them, that could 
pafsas moth Timein the Purfuit of her, as would 
have attained fome.ufefal Art or Science; and that 
only to attain a fhort Revel of his Senfes under a 
Stupor.of Faith, Honour and Confcience? No; the 
Deftru&ion of a well educated yourg Woman is 
not accomplifhed by the Criminal, who is —_ of 
it, in. a fadden ftart of Defire; he is not furprized 
into it by .Frailty, but arrives at it by Care, Skill 
and Meditation. :{t is no {mall Aggravation of the 
Guilt, that it is 2 thoufand:times conquered and re- 
fifted, even while: it is profecuted. He that waits 
for fairer Occafions. for riper Withes, for the Re- 
‘movalof_a particular Obje@ion, or the Conqueft 
of any certain Scruple, has it in his Power to obey 
his Confcience, which often .calls him, during the 
Intreague, a Villain and a Deftroyer: There can be 
nothing faid for.fuch an Evil ; but that the Reftraints 
of Shame and .lgnominy are broken down by the 
Prevalence ‘of Cuftom. I don’t, indeed, expe& 
that my Precautions will have any great . weight 
with Men of Mode; but | know not but they may 
be fome way efficacious on thofe who have not 
et taken their Party as to Vice and Virtue for 
ife; but | know cot how it is, but our Sex bas 
ufurped a certain Authority to exclude Chaftity out 
of the Catalogue of Mafculine Virtues, by which 
, means 









rpeatis Females ativehtare ali againft thofe who have 
nothing to lofe ; and they have nothing but empty 
Sighs, Téars and Reproaches againft thofe who re- 
duced them to réal Scart and Tdfathy. Bet as | 
am now talking.to.she World — gill 
venture to recommend Chiaftity.as tt nobieft Male 
Qualification. 

“It is methinks very unreafonable that the Diffi- 
culty of attaining all other good Habits is what 
makes them honourable, but in this Cafe the very* 
Attempt is become Ridiculous. But in fpight of 
all the Raillery of the World Truth is ftill Truth, 
and will have Beauties infeparable fromit. I fiould 
upon this Occafion bring Examples of Heroic Cha- 


- ftity, were I not afraid of having my Paper thrown 
away by the Modith Part of the Town, who gono 


farther, at beft, than the meer Abfence of Ill, and 
are contented to be rather /rreproachable than Praife- 
worthy; in this Particular, a Gentleman, in the 
Court of Cyrus, reported to his Majefty the Charms 
and Beauty of Panthea, and ended his Panegyrick 
by felling him, that fince he was at Leifure he 
could carry him to vifit her; but that Prince, who 
is a very great Man to:this Day,: anfwered the 
Pimp, becaufe he was a Man of Quality, without: 
Roughnefs, and faid with a Smile; Jf 1. foould vi- 
fit ber npon your Introduction now I have Leifure; I 
dowt know but I might go again upon ber own Iyvi- 
tation, when I onghg to be better employed. But when 
I caft about all the Inftances which | have met with 
in all my Reading, I find notone fo generous, fo 
honeft, and fo noble as that of Fofepb. in Holy 
Writ: When his Mafter had trofted him fo unre- 
fervediy, (to fpeak it in the emphatical Manner 
of the Scripture) He knew mot ought he bad fave 
the bread which he did eat, he was fo unhappy 
as to appear irrefiftably Beautiful to- his. Me 
ftrefs ; but when this thamelefs Woman pro- 
ceeds to follicit him, how gallant is his Anfwer? 
Behold my Mafter wosteth not what. is with Me in 
the Houfe, and hath committed all that he hath to 
wiy hawd, there is mone greater in the boufe than I, 
ueither bath he kept back any thing from Me bat thee 
becaufe thou art his. Wife. The fame Argoment, 
which a bafe Mind would have made to its felf 
for committing the Evil, was to this brave Man 
the-greateft Motive for forbearing it, that he could 
do it with Impunity; the Malice and Falthood of 
the difappointed Woman naturally arofe on that 
Occafion, and there is but a fhort Step from the 
Pra@ice of Virtue to the Hatred of it. It would 
therefore be worth ferious Confideration in both 
Sexes, and the Matter is of Importance enough to 
them, to'ask themfelves whether they would change 
lightnefs of Heart, indolence of Mind, chearful 
Meals, untroubled S!umbers, and gentle Difpofiti- 
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ons, for a conftant Pririency which fhuts out all 

Things that are great or indifferent, Clouds the I- 

magination with Infenfibiliry and Prejudice to alt 

manner of Delight, but that which is commonte @ . -. 

aii Creatutes that extend their Species. = & , 
A loofe Behaviour, and ah’ Inattention to every 

thir that is Serious, flowing from fome Degree-of 

this Petulancy, is obfervable in the Generality of 

the Youth of both Sexes in this Age. Itis the one 

common Face of moft publick Meetings, and breaks # —— 


in upon the Sobriety, 1 won’t fay Severity, that we ~thh 
ought to Exercife inChurches. _ The pert Boys and cae 
ftippant Girls are but faint Followers of thofe in ie 
the fame Inclinations at more advanced Years. [1 ._ 


know not who can oblige them to mend their 
Mannets; all that { pretend to, is to enter my Pro+ ifs 
teft that they are neither fine Gentlemen nor fine La- ., - 
dies for this Behaviour. As to the Portraitures 


which [ would propofe, as the Images of apreea- ‘ 
ble Men and Women, if they are not imitated or ey 
regarded, I can only anfwer,as I remember Mr. Dry- a 


den did onthe like Occafion, when a young Fel- 
low, juft come fromthe Play of C/eomezes, told him in ae 
Railery againft the Continency of his principal Chara- 4. 
Ger, If | had been alone witha Lady I thould net 
have.paffed my Time like your Spartan ; That may @ 
be, anfwer’d the Bard with a very grave Face, 









but give me leave to tell you, Sir, you are wo Hero, 
; to dri 
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